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A RESOLUTION to honor the memory of Kellie Michelle Asberry 

Walker of Scott County. 
 
 WHEREAS, the members of this General Assembly were greatly saddened to learn of 

the untimely death of Kellie Michelle Asberry Walker; and 

 WHEREAS, Mrs. Walker was a peerless advocate for children in her community whose 

tireless work undoubtedly made a positive impact on the lives of so many who needed it most; 

and 

 WHEREAS, born on May 15, 1984, Kellie Walker was the daughter of Jeff and Pat 

Asberry and grew up in Scott County; she graduated from Scott High School before continuing 

her education at Tennessee Technological University (TTU), from which she earned her 

master's degree; and 

 WHEREAS, Mrs. Walker entered into a doctoral program at TTU but decided instead to 

return home to give back to her community through nonprofit work; she began her career at the 

Children's Center of the Cumberlands in 2009, where her passion to serve children and youth 

only grew; in 2012, she was promoted to executive director of the organization; and 

 WHEREAS, in 2014, Kellie Walker began serving as executive director of the Fentress 

County Child Advocacy Center (CAC), a satellite center, where she remained committed to her 

vision of ensuring that the most vulnerable and innocent were provided quality care and 

services; and 

 WHEREAS, in her capacity as executive director, Mrs. Walker provided training 

opportunities and contracted a local Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner (SANE) nurse to ensure 

adequate and timely medical attention for child abuse victims; through the establishment of 
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Haven of Help and Hope in 2015, she provided transitional housing for any child awaiting a 

more permanent placement while in Department of Children's Services (DCS) custody; and 

 WHEREAS, seeing the need for supplemental meals for children during the summer 

months, she began Project 5000 in 2017, a program that provided easily accessible meals as 

well as milk and bread to children and families across Scott County; and 

 WHEREAS, Kellie Walker was also instrumental in welcoming Lucia, the first facility dog 

in an East Tennessee CAC, as a comfort for children in the center, and in 2020, she turned her 

own tragedy of losing her infant son, Kip McCoy Walker, into a blessing through Kip's Kloset, 

which provides new clothes for children in transition or need; and 

 WHEREAS, one of her most recent visions was to establish a youth mentoring program 

to provide positive role models for the youth that may need a little more attention and 

encouragement; to this end, she strengthened many relationships with the working partners of 

the Children's Center through co-location opportunities with the DCS, local law enforcement, 

and the Elgin Foundation; and 

 WHEREAS, Kellie Walker was an active, valued member of Black Oak Baptist Church, 

where she attended with her family; and 

 WHEREAS, she was also wholly devoted to her family and always endeavored to 

remain true to family values of the highest order; and 

 WHEREAS, in addition to her parents, left to cherish her memory are her loving husband 

of seven years, Dustin Walker; beloved children, Shelbie Caroline Walker and Vera Grace 

Walker; sister, Amanda (Josh) Overton; nephew, Fletcher Overton; nieces, Stella Overton and 

Claira Overton; and grandmothers, Ruth Asberry and Linnie McCoy; and 

 WHEREAS, she is further survived by her aunts, Sandra (Edward III) Green, Vickie 

(Doug) Sheridan, Rosemary Deaton, and Cindy (Wade) Slaven; uncle, Greg (Angie) Asberry; 

mother-in-law, Susan (Kelvin) King; father-in-law, Gary Walker; sister-in-law, Sarah (Blake) 
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Dunlap; nephews and niece, Hayden Dunlap, Kamden Dunlap, Greysen Dunlap, and Kayla 

(Keith) Yantz; and brother-in-law, Clay King; and 

 WHEREAS, she was preceded in death by an infant son, Kip McCoy Walker, and her 

grandfathers, Perry Asberry and Barney McCoy; and 

 WHEREAS, Kellie Walker's life was lived with compassion and enthusiasm; her 

tremendous contributions to the well-being of the children of Scott County and beyond will have 

a lasting impact on the lives of so many, and her kind spirit will continue to serve as an 

inspiration for others; and 

 WHEREAS, Mrs. Walker will be sorely missed by all those who were blessed to know 

and love her, and it is fitting that we should remember the effervescent life of this beloved 

community leader; now, therefore, 

 BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE ONE HUNDRED THIRTEENTH 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, THE HOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES CONCURRING, that we honor the memory and legacy of Kellie Michelle 

Asberry Walker, reflecting fondly upon her impeccable character and her many important 

contributions to her community through child advocacy. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that we express our deepest sympathy and offer our 

condolences to the family of Mrs. Walker. 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that an appropriate copy of this resolution be prepared 

for presentation with this final clause omitted from such copy and upon proper request made to 

the appropriate clerk, the language appearing immediately following the State seal appear 

without House or Senate designation. 


